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DRAFT Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 18th September 2025 at 7:30pm Sawley Village Hall

(2025-26 – 058) Present were Cllr. John Lennon (Chair), Cllr. Mark Smeeden (Vice-Chair), Cllr. Jim Wigginton, Cllr. Anthea Walsh, Cllr. Jacky Staniforth and Cllr. Simon Learoyd.
(2025-26 – 059) Also present were Martyn Miller, Clerk, NYC Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister (attended for item 5.1).
(2025-26 – 060) No Apologies were received.
(2025-26 – 061) No Declarations of Interest were received and consequently no dispensations were required.
(2025-26 – 062) It was Resolved that the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 17th July 2025 were agreed and considered to be a true record and duly signed by the Chair.
Reports:
(2025-26 – 063) NYC report - A written report of NYC issues from Cllr. Felicity Cunliffe-Lister had been circulated and she provided a verbal résumé of the key issues.
(2025-26 – 064) Clerk’s report - The Clerk had circulated a written report covering the current position with the handover arrangements and provided a verbal résumé of the key points which were covered in agenda items.
Consideration was given to the following correspondence:
(2025-26 – 065) Letter from NYC re precept arrangements and cutoff date 31st December 2025 – It was Resolved that the Clerk would work with the Chair to formulate budget proposals for the next year which would help provide clarity for the 2026/27 precept requirements. The proposal will be presented at the next meeting for consideration.
(2025-26 – 066) Email from Nidderdale Community Partnership re nominations to its Executive Membership – no Councillors expressed an interest in standing.
(2025-26 – 067) Response from Zurich Insurance – It was noted that the Council’s current policy covers VAS equipment and the play area requirement is in line with ROSPA guidance.
(2025-26 – 068) Email from Citizens Advice North Yorkshire request for donations – It was Resolved that in view of the current financial position, a donation would not be made this year however, the services of CAB would be added to website.

Matters requested by Councillors:
(2025-26 – 069) Renewal of battery for Sawley defibrillator – Cllr. Staniforth advised that the machine is currently displaying 3 bars, it was felt that a replacement battery was not an urgent requirement. It was Resolved to review the battery condition monthly and inform the Clerk if it becomes more pressing.
(2025-26 – 070) Bountin Hill maintenance – Cllr. Smeeden had inspected the site and raised concern about various trees including dead Ash trees that required felling. The Clerk raised a question of who owned the common land site and it may not be the Parish Councils responsibility. It was Resolved that the Clerk would make enquiries with NYC as to ownership of all the common land sites within the Parish.
(2025-26 – 071) Available grants for existing/new projects – Cllr. Lennon suggested that the Rural Funding Digest may provide a source of grant monies to supplement the PC income. It was Resolved that Cllr. Walsh would review the document to identify any relevant funds and report to the next meeting.
(2025-26 – 072) Play area inspections/caretaking proposal – Cllr Lennon informed the meeting that since circulating a proposal to use Synergy Outdoors to conduct quarterly and annual inspections of Grantley and Sawley playgrounds, he had become aware of an NYCC scheme offering annual RoSPA inspections for £68 each. It was Resolved to take advantage of the NYCC scheme and instruct Synergy Outdoor to conduct three quarterly inspections to supplement the annual inspection, and to provide maintenance services as required. It was further noted that Cllrs Walsh and Wigginton, having completed the YLCA playground inspection course, would act as conduits for reporting maintenance issues to Synergy Outdoors. Furthermore it was Resolved to end the contract with DTMS and give 30 days formal notice.    
(2025-26 – 073) Sawley Village Green, tree survey work quotations – the Clerk advised that three local companies had submitted quotes which had been circulated. It was Resolved to accept the lowest quote from Farm & Land Services with a proviso that this includes the following: adequate public liability insurance is in place; the work will be completed in accordance with Barnes Associates Ltd tree survey recommendations; traffic management is used when the work on crown lifts to the roadside trees is completed; and it includes the removal of all cuttings and debris from the work.
(2025-26 – 074) Scribe accounting system, proposal to withdraw – the Clerk advised that he had attended an initial training session and attempted to use the system to input data and navigate the reports it produces. He found this time consuming and the reports difficult and unclear to understand. Rather than spend any further time on the system  he set up from the start of the financial year excel sheets to cover the cash book, bank reconciliation and budget vs spend reports which were straight forward and provided Councillors with clear information required to make informed decisions. It was Resolved to check Scribe terms and give any required notice to terminate the contract.
Ongoing issues:
(2025-26 – 075) Commuted sums – it was Resolved to defer this item to the next meeting.
(2025-26 – 076) Sawley Parish Room Fund – following advice from YLCA to form a Charitable Trust, it was Resolved to administer the fund separately from the Parish Council with the Clerk being paid separately for this work by the Fund. It was also Resolved to place on hold the recommendation to register the Fund with the Charity Commission pending further investigation.
(2025-26 – 077) Website tasks – Cllr. Lennon asked for volunteers to take on various tasks. It was Resolved that Cllr. Walsh would cover ‘play area information’, Cllr. Wigginton the ‘Parish Room Fund’ and the ‘introductory information on the Council’, Cllr. Smeeden, ‘what does a PC do’ and Cllr. Staniforth would look at ‘welcome introduction’. Cllr. Lennon will pick up the remaining areas. First drafts were requested by 18th October 2025. It was also Resolved to remove the Skell project, which was completed some time ago.  
(2025-26 – 078) VAS revised proposal – Cllr Lennon had circulated new proposals based on the issue caused by NYC to withdraw permission to use existing lampposts. It was Resolved to await a review of this decision based on addition representation made to NYC via Cllr. Cunliffe-Lister.

Financial matters: 
(2025-26 – 079) Accounts for approval – the following accounts were Approved for payment:
	Wicksteed
	play equip.
	
	17.07.2025
	
	£16.77

	HSBC
	charges
	
	22.07.2025
	
	£5.00

	APG Computors
	laptop
	
	20.08.2025
	
	£898.67

	M J Miller
	Clerks salary July
	
	20.08.2025
	
	£436.94

	M J Miller
	reimbursement PAYE/NIC
	20.08.2025
	
	£119.82

	Oak Landscape
	grass cutting 
	
	20.08.2025
	
	£572.40

	D N Taylor
	backpay
	
	29.08.2025
	
	£291.87

	HMRC
	PAYE/NIC
	
	29.08.2025
	
	£297.84

	M J Miller
	Clerks salary Aug
	
	29.08.2025
	
	£293.22

	J Lennon
	lever arch files
	
	10.09.2025
	
	£19.25

	DTMS
	inspections
	
	10.09.2025
	
	£399.84

	J Lennon
	stakes for notices
	
	10.09.2025
	
	£9.08

	M J Miller
	dog fouling notices
	
	10.09.2025
	
	£25.74

	M J Miller
	security tape
	
	10.09.2025
	
	£14.82

	
	
	
	
	
	£3,401.26

	


	
	
	
	
	


(2025-26 – 080) The bank reconciliation report for the period to 18th September 2025 was Resolved to be correct. Current balance agreed at £6,046.51.
(2025-26 – 081) The spend vs budget report to 18th September 2025. The Clerk provided an overview of the report and based on forecast figures advised that the Council were heading for an overspend against budget in excess of £5k. Looking back over previous minutes it was felt that no credible budget or account information had been provided by the previous clerk during this financial year. It was Resolved that future spending for the current year will be carefully managed in order to minimise any overspend.
(2025-26 – 082) Confidential closed session item - Payment of timesheet for July 2025 submitted by the previous clerk (DT) – the Staffing Committee had recommended holding payment for certain items as they were tasks that should have been completed prior to July. Some tasks required explanation or evidence that work had actually been completed. It was Resolved to draw a line under the matter and hopefully move things on in terms of documents and belongings retained, the Council would pay the claim in full. The Clerk would inform DT of this and request him to make arrangements with Cllr. Smeeden to collect the Councils belongings.
(2025-26 – 083) Date and time of next meeting – 7:30p.m. 20th November 2025 at Grantley Village Hall.
(2025-26 – 084) To amend date in March – it was Resolved to change the 19th March 2026 meeting to 5th March 2026 in order to accommodate the Clerks holiday.

These minutes were recorded and prepared by the Clerk to the Parish Council, Martyn Miller.
Signed as a true record by Cllr. John Lennon, Chair


……….……………………………………………………………………….
Date: 20th November 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk514858527]At the Regular Meeting of the Grantley & Sawley Parish Council held on 20th November 2025 it was resolved by unanimous vote to approve these Minutes, copies of which had been previously circulated to Members, as a true and correct record. These Minutes were then signed by the Chairman accordingly.
The signed Minutes are held in the Parish Council minute book at the Clerk’s address, below, and can be viewed by prior appointment.
Clerk : Martyn Miller, Sutthills, Gate Bridge Road, Galphay, HG4 3NT.    Tel: 07729696302
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